MEA BANKING

Vienna-New York M&A link-up

Raiffeisen Investment and Lazard join forces to cover central and eastern Europe

Austria’s Raiffeisen Investmenl and Lazard of

the US have uppad 1he arte ir the memgers and
acquisitions stakes in central and eastern Europe
with the anneuncament that they are teaming up

caurtries frough Raiffeisen Intemational. On
the other sice, Lazand brings 1s blue-blooded
invesimeant banking repudation and long track
recoed al mancates fom acfoss the gobe ©

o cover the boaming Mé&A advisory
market in the regicn,

The marriags between the bwo
firms in late Jung, which took
abaut nne mentks to arrange,
czmbines the regional expertisa
of Raiffe’ser [rvestmant, which is
alrzady one cf ceatral and easiern
Europe's top (A&A aduises, wilh
the global clowt of Lazard, which is
widely ackrowledzed as ane of the
bkzading M&a advisory Famis in the
rest of the wardd.

On paper the Link-up [ooks %o
have a cieated a potanbial M4
champlonship-winning franchise,
with Raiflelsen fnvastmant able to leverage
the sirangtas and connectians from navirg the
biggast banking natwerk in central and =asem
Evmpe, whers parent RZB group operates in 16

Mavtin Schwedler: conperation
with Lozard will megn & skap up
for Roviteisen

= the table. Urder tha terms of
the agreament tha twa firms
have farmed a jaint coooeration
committee. cansisting of four
executives from 2ach side, (o
ouersee the ceorainabon of all their
ME&A acvisory activities acrass the
rezion

Comrmesting an the fink-up,
Lzzard president Charles Ward
says: ‘Railfeisen |mestmert, with
ar excallet regional nebaork and
lerg-starding client relzfiorships in
all of its markets. is recognized as
— atrusiad and ondfessonal adv ser

As such it is the ideal pariner for us

1t axtend ous reach incentral and aasterr Eurcpe,
and the fast-grewing Russiar markat

For s part, Raiffeisen Ineestrent hopas
that by allying with Lazard it will be able o

capiune a graater share of the cross-border ardl
international MEA busness, fergeting central anw
eastern Eurcoa. Martin Schwedler, a Raifieizen
Investment board member, says that previcusly
the firm was procigally known as a mid-marel
player, worsng on trensactians in the €30 millix
to E6D0 million rangz. “With tha lin-up with
Lazard we wil autormaticaliy st2p up to the top
tier in bermz af transacticn sze," he says, adoing
that working with Lazard will give the Austrian
pank acoess to the US frm's warldwide corporatz
client base and ennance its ability 2 work o
east-west Transacticns. “Wa have the presence in
the east, while Lazerd has the executicr platfom
inthe west " Altkough Schwadler says that the
Russiar madet will probably be the sounce of
about 70% o all busiress fer the combined
operation, the 30,000 emaloyess and almost
3,000 auties that Raiffelser Internatianal nas
acndss centra and eastern Europa will give truz
reg on-wide exacation possibilities. “Jnlike mzny
ather Hrmes we have the on-the-grounc preserce
and local kncwlecge bo work on deals across the
antire region.”



